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THE SATELLITE TRACKERS 

ANNCR: 

THE SOVIET NUCLEAR-POWERED SATELLITE THAT FELL OUT OF ORBIT 
THIS WEEK CTUESDAY) WAS BUT ONE OF THOUSANDS OF MAN-MADE OBJECTS 
ORBITING THE EARTH THAT ARE CONSTANTLY TRACKED BY NORAD, THE 
NORTH AMERICAN AIR DEFENSE COMMAND'S SPACE DEFENSE CENTER INSIDE 
CHEYENNE CSHY-ANN) MOUNTAIN IN THE STATE OF COLORADO. WEST 
COAST CORRESPONDENT MATTHEW SCHNEIDER SENT THIS SPECIAL REPORT. 
VOICE: 

CENTURIES BEFORE EUROPEANS FIRST DREAMED OF THE NEW WORLD, 
THE INDIANS OF WHAT IS NOW THE WESTERN UNITED STATES SPOKE OF 
THE LEGEND OF CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN. 

ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT STORY, A MIGHTY FLOOD ENGULFED 
THE EARTH. THE GODS SENT A GREAT LIZARD-DRAGON TO DRINK THE 
WATER AND RESCUE THE WORLD. THE MONSTROUS BEAST, DESCRIBED AS 
A SPRAWWLING CREATURE WITH A LONG, TOOTHED TAIL, HAD AN UNQUENCHABLE 
THIRST AND SOON THREATENED TO DRINK ALL THE EARTH'S WATER. THE 
GREAT SPIRIT, MANITOU, ORDERED THE DRAGON TO FLY AWAY. BUT IT 
WAS SO WATER-LOGGED THAT IF FELL BACK TO THE GROUND AND RESUMED ITS 
DRINKING. SO TO SAVE THE EARTH, MANITOU TURNED THE THIRSTY 
CREATURE INTO STONE -- NOW CALLED CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN, A 29-HUNDRED 
METER HIGH GRANITE PEAK, JUST OUTSIDE COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO. 

MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND METERS INSIDE THE LEGENDARY PEAK, IN 
HUGE CAVERNS BLASTED OUT OF THE GRANITE, AND PROTECTED BY A PAIR OF 
25-TON STEEL DOORS, ARE NORAD'S COMBAT OPERATIONS CENTER AND 
SPACE DEFENSE CENTER, IT WAS THE SPACE DEFENSE CENTER, MANNED 
BY U.S. AND CANADIAN PERSONNEL, THAT DETECTED THE SOVIET 
SATELLITE'S DECAYING ORBIT AND CLOSELY TRACKED IT UNTIL ITS 


FIREY PLUNGE INTO THE ATMOSPHERE. 
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THE SOVIET SATELLITE WAS BUT ONE OF MORE THAN 45-HUNDRED 
CEXACT FIGURE: 4,545) CONSTANTLY MONITORED MAN-MADE OBJECTS 
ORBITING THE EARTH. THREE-QUARTERS OF THEM ARE CLASSIFIED AS 
SPACE JUNK -- CHUNKS OF BURNED-OUT ROCKET BOOSTERS, DEAD 
SATELLITES AND OTHER DEBRIS, INCLUDING A CAMERA LOST IN SPACE 
BY AN ASTRONAUT, 

THE NORAD TRACKERS HAVE CATALOGUED MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND 
MAN-MADE OBJECTS SINCE THE 1957 LAUNCH OF SPUTNIK ONE. A NORAD 
OFFICIAL TOLD VOA THAT ALMOST ALL OF THE SPACE OBJECTS THAT FALL 
OUT OF ORBIT DISINTEGRATE WHEN THEY HIT THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE. 
THOSE FEW OBJECTS TOO LARGE TO COMPLETELY BURN HAVE FALLEN INTO 
THE OCEANS OR SPARSELY-POPULATED REGIONS. THE NORAD OFFICIAL 
SAID THE CHANCES OF ANYONE ON EARTH BEING HARMED BY A FALLING 
CHUNK OF SPACE DEBRIS ARE LESS THAN ONE-THOUSAND MILLION TO 
ONE. 

MEANWHILE, THE MASS OF CLUTTER WHIZZING AROUND THE EARTH 
CONTINUES TO BE TRACKED BY NORAD'S WORLD-WIDE NETWORK OF 
ELECTRONIC AND OPTICAL DEVICES THAT ARE MARRIED TO COMPUTERS DEEP 
INSIDE THE STONE BELLY OF THE DRAGON THAT IS CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN, 


COLORADO, 


GH/RTD 


